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Introduction 
 
The Character to OpenInsight (CTO) tool allows users and developers to run green-screen based MultiValue applications in a 
VT100-compliant console application powered by OpenInsight. The CTO code is built into OpenInsight, but requires some 
external set up. 
 
The components of the CTO are the RevCmd executable, a connection to OpenInsight via the OpenEngine Server 
(“OEngineServer”, running as a java application or a Windows-based service), and OpenInsight. However, before just 
jumping into the software, there are some prerequisites that need to be met first. 
 
Prerequisites 
The CTO requires that you are running OpenInsight version 7.2 or higher. Your version of OpenInsight can be found by 
clicking on the EngineInfo button found on the OpenEngine window.  When the Engine Info window appears, the version 
can be found in the upper left-hand corner, as seen below: 
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It also requires that you have installed the Java runtime engine version 1.5.0_04 or higher. You can determine the version of 
Java that you are running by typing java –version at a command line, as seen below: 
 

 
 
You can download the Java runtime environment at http://java.sun.com (J2SE 5.0). 
 
Finally, the CTO works as its own development and runtime environment, so an application could be created from scratch. 
However, it is expected that most systems that will be using the CTO will be installed using an ACCOUNT-RESTORE. The 
CTO requires that the virtual tape files be in either R83 or D3 format. 
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Components 
 
The following pages describe the components used by the CTO and how to install and configure them. 
 

RevCmd 
RevCmd is an executable found in the RevCmd subdirectory under the root OpenInsight subdirectory. There should be three 
files in the RevCmd directory- RevCmd.exe, login.txt, and logout.txt. 
 
The login.txt file contains the login screen and header that will be displayed when a RevCmd session is started. Conversely, 
logout.txt contains a message that is displayed when a RevCmd session has concluded. 
 
While the RevCmd executable may be run as a ‘stand-alone’ executable, its functionality is also available through two 
OpenInsight forms.  The CTO_STANDALONE_FORM is designed to provide a CTO interface in a standalone OpenInsight 
form, and the CTO_CHILD_FORM is designed to be used in other OpenInsight forms as a child window. 
 

Oesocketserver.Jar 
The Oesocketserver.jar is used when the OEngineServer service is not used. This file must be located in the same 
subdirectory in which OpenInsight is installed.  This program provides the communication path between the RevCmd 
executable and OpenInsight. 
 
The jar file uses the contents of the eserver.cfg file, also found in the directory in which OpenInsight is installed, to establish 
the communications. A sample of an eserver.cfg file is seen below: 
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OeTelnetServer.Jar 
The OeTelnetServer.jar is used when the OETelnetServer service is not used. This file must be located in the same 
subdirectory in which OpenInsight is installed.  This program provides the communication path between a telnet client 
(Hyper Terminal, Accuterm, ViaDuct) and OpenInsight. 
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The jar file uses the contents of the OETelnetServer.properties file, also found in the directory in which OpenInsight is 
installed, to establish the communications. A sample of an OETelnetServer.properties file is seen below: 
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OEngineServer Service 
 
The OpenEngine Server may be configured to run as a service on Windows PCs (NT or later).  You may install the service by 
running the InstallApp-NT.bat batch file, located in the OESERVER subdirectory under the OpenInsight install directory. 
 
Once the OpenEngine Server has been installed as a service, it will automatically start up and shut down when your system 
starts up or shuts down.  Note that, after the initial installation, you may need to restart your system for the service to be 
started. 
 

 
 
 
OETelnetServer Service 
 
The OpenEngine Telnet Server may be configured to run as a service on Windows PCs (NT or later).  You may install the 
service by running the InstallTApp-NT.bat batch file, located in the OESERVER subdirectory under the OpenInsight install 
directory. 
 
Once the OpenEngine Telnet Server has been installed as a service, it will automatically start up and shut down when your 
system starts up or shuts down.  Note that, after the initial installation, you may need to restart your system for the service to 
be started. 
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Installing the Software 
 
If the installation has gone correctly, all the required CTO software has been installed, with the exception of the Java runtime 
environment. 
 
There should be a RevCmd.exe, as well as a login.txt and logout.txt file in a RevCMD subdirectory beneath the directory in 
which OpenInsight is installed. 
 
There should be a file named  oesocketserver.jar, oeconfig.lic, and one named eserver.cfg in the directory in which 
OpenInsight is installed. 
 
There should be a file named  oetelnetserver.jar and one named oetelnetserver.properties in the directory in which 
OpenInsight is installed. 
 
There should be App.bat, InstallApp-NT.bat, UninstallApp-NT.bat, InstallTApp-NT.bat, and UninstallTApp-NT.bat files, 
and directories “conf” and “lib”, in an OEServer subdirectory beneath the directory in which OpenInsight is installed. 
 
There should be an empty SPOOLER subdirectory, and an empty LOGS subdirectory, beneath the directory in which 
OpenInsight is installed. 
 
The version of OpenInsight installed must be version 7.2 or higher. 
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Running the Software 
 
In order to run the CTO, follow these steps: 
 

1. If you are not running the OEngineServer as a service, you must launch the OEngineServer application manually 
with the following command from your OpenInsight directory: java –jar oesocketserver.jar 
Note: Once the jar file is running, the command window in which it is running must remain open.  Also note that no 
output normally appears in this window. 
Note: If the jar fails to start try the following command: “C:\Program Files\Java\jre1.5.0_06\bin\java” –jar 
oesocketserver.jar 

2. Launch RevCmd.  From the main OpenInsight menu, select Tools, then Advanced, and then System Monitor.  From 
the System Monitor, type in the command “EXEC CTO_STANDALONE_FORM”.  The 
CTO_STANDALONE_FORM will automatically log you in as the current user in the current application.  
Alternatively, you can run the RevCmd executable from a command line (located in the RevCmd folder under your 
OpenInsight directory) or a shortcut. Be sure to have your “current directory” set to the revcmd subdirectory.  You 
will be presented with the following screen: 

 

 
 

3. Enter an application name of SYSPROG - and make sure it’s in caps. In fact, for good measure, make sure the Caps 
Lock has been turned on when working in the CTO.  You may also type in QUIT to terminate the CTO at this point. 
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4. Next, enter the UserName, which is also SYSPROG.  You may also type in QUIT to terminate the CTO at this 
point. 

5. There is no password, so just press the enter key.  (Note:  If you are using an evaluation copy of OpenInsight, you 
will here a beep.  Look for the OpenInsight evaluation splash screen behind your CTO command window and click 
the OK button.) 

6. You will be presented with a command prompt. Enter the command LISTFILES and press enter.  If you get a screen 
similar to the following, you have successfully installed CTO: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
7. To exit from the CTO, you may type in “QUIT” at the command prompt.  You may re-enter the  
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CTO by running the CTO_STANDALONE_FORM or REVCMD program so long as the OEngineServer is running (either  
manually or as a service).  If you no longer want to run the CTO, or are about to shutdown your  
system, and you manually started the OEngineServer, you may terminate the OEngineServer by 
typing in <Ctrl>C in its command window. 

 
In order to run the CTO using telnet, follow these steps. 
 

8. If you are not running the OETelnetServer as a service, you must launch the OETelnetServer application manually 
with the following command from your OpenInsight directory: java –jar oetelnetserver.jar 
Note: Once the jar file is running, the command window in which it is running must remain open.  Also note that no 
output normally appears in this window. 
 
Launch your terminal emulator using TCP/IP communicating on port 23.  You can change the TCP/IP 
communications port by modifying the OETelnetServer.properties item found in your OpenInsight directory.  You 
will be presented with the following screen: 
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